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Section 205.302 currently reads: 
 
§ 205.302 Calculating the percentage of organically produced ingredients. 
(a) The percentage of all organically produced ingredients in an agricultural product sold, labeled, or 
represented as "100 percent organic," "organic," or "made with organic (specified ingredients or food 
group(s))," or that include organic ingredients must be calculated by: 
(1) Dividing the total net weight (excluding water and salt) of combined organic ingredients at formulation 
by the total weight (excluding water and salt) of the finished product.  
(2) Dividing the fluid volume of all organic ingredients (excluding water and salt) by the fluid volume of the 
finished product (excluding water and salt) if the product and ingredients are liquid. If the liquid product is 
identified on the principal display panel or information panel as being reconstituted from concentrates, the 
calculation should be made on the basis of single-strength concentrations of the ingredients and finished 
product.  
(3) For products containing organically produced ingredients in both solid and liquid form, dividing the 
combined weight of the solid ingredients and the weight of the liquid ingredients (excluding water and salt) 
by the total weight (excluding water and salt) of the finished product.  
 
Replace the words “finished product” with “all ingredients” to read: 
 
§ 205.302 Calculating the percentage of organically produced ingredients. 
(a) The percentage of all organically produced ingredients in an agricultural product sold, labeled, or 
represented as "100 percent organic," "organic," or "made with organic (specified ingredients or food 
group(s))," or that include organic ingredients must be calculated by: 
(1) Dividing the total net weight (excluding water and salt) of combined organic ingredients at formulation 
by the total weight (excluding water and salt) of all ingredients.  
(2) Dividing the fluid volume of all organic ingredients (excluding water and salt) by the fluid volume of all 
ingredients (excluding water and salt) if the product and ingredients are liquid. If the liquid product is 
identified on the principal display panel or information panel as being reconstituted from concentrates, the 
calculation should be made on the basis of single-strength concentrations of the ingredients.  
(3) For products containing organically produced ingredients in both solid and liquid form, dividing the 
combined weight of the solid ingredients and the weight of the liquid ingredients (excluding water and salt) 
by the total weight (excluding water and salt) of all ingredients.  
 
Rationale: Most products lose weight during processing. Dividing the total weight of all combined organic 
ingredients by the weight of the finished product could easily show that a product contains over 100% 
organic ingredients. Current practice is to divide the total weight of all combined organic ingredients by the 
total weight of all ingredients (excluding water and salt). This calculation establishes the total percentage of 
organic ingredients. The rule should be changed to correctly calculate the percentage of organic ingredients. 
 
 


